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of ritual, which in practice though not in theory put the moral
and spiritual side of the original faith altogether into a subor-
dinate place. Asked the old question, c Which is the first
commandment in the Law ?' the Jew has always answered
with fervour in the words of the Deuteronomic Moses, and set
in its right place the doctrine of the unity of God and the
supreme duty of love to Him and to the neighbour. To the
same question the Parsi has always returned unfalteringly
the great triad of Good Thought, Good Word, Good Deed, as
comprising the whole duty and the promised reward of men.
But all the Jewish emphasis on the Shema did not silence the
note of anxiety in the eager question of a Scribe whose heart
had been touched by One who spoke with manifest authority.
And when he got from Jesus the answer he had hoped, he
showed clearly enough that' whole burnt-offerings and sacri-
fices ' were very real rivals in the system taught by his fellow
Scribes, with whom indeed ' the tradition of men' had come
to outweigh all * the commandments of God '.l

One thing these ritualists have held fast from their origins.
The Founder's figure in both alike has attained a very unhis-
torical but uniquely dignified position, and he is confidently
credited with Talmud, with Vendidad, and all manner of
religious trifling. His very greatness becomes the colossal
barrier that stays his adorers from pursuing the path down
which his outstretched hand is pointing. The Moses of
Deuteronomy foretold the coming of another and a greater
Prophet in his succession. The Zarathushtra of the Later
Avesta points to a ( Future Saviour'. But those who adore
their memory refuse to hear, ' We know that God spoke to
Moses; but as for this man, we know not whence he is.' And
yet it is (this Man' who can open the eyes of the blind !

Self-satisfaction is often observed to be the weak spot of the

Parsi.    He is rightly proud of his past, and the splendour of

his Prophet.    But he cannot realize that only a very small

part of everyday Parsi religion has any relation to Zara-
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